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‘2Letter~ to tbe Ebftor. - 
W h i l s t  cordially inviting c o w  

munications u p o n  all subjects 
f o r  these cobumns, we wish it 
t o  be distinctlv understood 

hold ourselves responsible fOT 
t h e  opinions expressed by our 

that We do not IN ANY WAY 

. correspondents. 

REGISTRATION AT T H E  COLOGNE CONGRESS 
To i1Le Editor of t h e  (( Br i t i sh  Journal  of Nursing.” 

DBAR EDIToR,-lt has been agreed that a t  the 
Cologne Congress the subject of S t a b  Esamina- 
tion and Registration for Nurses shall be taken up 
for thorough-going *eporting. A special effort 
.will be malde to  cwllect evidence from every country 
where Regist;l:ation Acts are in  form,. as to the 
edtrcational, professional, and social workings of 
such Acts. Grezt Britain and Holland appear to 
be the only spot& on the globe where an utter 
denial of the educational aspects of State ltegis. 
t r  ation is still persisted in by otherwise intelligent 
man, ancl I firmly believe that, if the evidence of 
the rest of the world is impartially and quite 
lully prcsented, as to the wholesomely tonic effect 
of State Registration, it can be made impossible 
for the stupid attitude to be maintained that 
the whole thing is simply an unworkable sort of 
intelligence office for the use of employers. I n  a 
short time I mill frame an outline along which the 
reports me will ask for should be framed so as  to 
cover all important poinh.. 

. I am, ever, sincerely yours, 
L. L. DOCK, Hon. See., 

International Council of Xurses. 

NURSES ON THEIR OWN AND THE 

To tlie Editor of t h e  (( Br i t i sh  Journal of Xursing.” 
DEAR MmAni,-I fear Private Nurses working 

on their own will come off very badly under the 
National Insurance Bill, as it seems probable we 
shall have to pay our own 3d. weekly, and that 
of the employer as well. Or would everx patient 
paying us a fee be responsible for us during our 
term of service? It does all seem mos+ dishearten- 
ing if we have to take all this trouble, and for so 
little return. Many of us are insured in the Royal 
Nationd Pension Bunil, which is an Insurance 
and not a Pension Society, and if ill can always 
g0t treatment from a friendly doctor, or in a hos- 
pital. Private nurses on their own are, I fear, 
a somewhat sel3ish class of women (I am one). We 
just work for our fees, and keep out of all con- 
troversy. I begin to sp8 &his is not a very noble 
attitude. Please answer if possible about weekly 
payments , 

INSURANCE BILL, 

Pours truly, 
NURSE ON HER OWN. 

[The Bill in3 far from clear in  many pa.rticulars, 
and as private nurses working independently are 
lumped in with other classes of workers, it is 
probable that they must pay 6d. per week when 

out of ivorli and have the trouble of worrying 
patienfs for the 3d. when a t  a case. The trouble 
m d  indignity of this method xvill.make it in- 
creasingly difficult for private nurses to work in- 
dependently. Yes, w e  think private nurses on 
their own are sornaishat selfish. Few co-operate 
with their fellow nurses for the benefit of the pro- 
fession as ,a whole, so it is to be feared as they are 
defenceless they will suffer. Co-operative nurses, 
we fear, will no longer under the lnsmance Bill 
b~ able to  morli on the 73 per cent. basis as 
already their insurance for accidents under the 
Workmen’s Compensation Act is a groat strain on 
tho limited fund available for gener.al manage- 
ment expenses of Nurses’ Co-operative Societies. 
A11 this interference by men who alone make laws 
and who do not sealise the working conditions of 
women is becoming intolerable. Nothing can pre- 
vent tyranny but political power-the Vote-and 
if working women do not get it soon they will be 
driven out of the country t o  seeli a living eke- 
m h e r e . ” ~  .] 

OUR PRIZE COMPETITION. 
To t h e  Ed i tor  of t h e  (( Brit ish Journal  of Nursing.” 
DEAR &lADA31,-Fhank you so much for the 

postal order for 5s. for the Prize Competition, 
which I received last night. 

Also for sending me a copy of the Journal. 
. With many thanks, 

Believe me, 
Faithfully yours, 

80, Nichols Square, Shoreditch, N.E. 
MARGARET BAaZTonD. 

Gommente anb lReplfe5, - 
School A?ursc.--Qet ( (The Deaf Oliild: A 

Manual for Teachers and School Doctors.” By 
James Kerr Love. Bristol: John TVright and 
Sons, 4s. 6d. net. 

Anxious MotlLer.-A healthy baby should spend 
n large proportion of his time in sleep. It is not 
natural for a child t o  cry if he is w1.l and happy, 
a i d  you are t o  be congratulated that the child is 
so contented. 

Staff Nurse,  Bristol.-Drops ordered for appli- 
cation to the eye should be dropped in .at the 
outer corner, because if inserted near +he opening 
of the lachrymal sac they mill flow into thO sac 
and the eye will not be benefikd. Lotions applied 
for cleansing purposes are, on the contrary, put 
in  a t  the inner angle, because if Applied a t  the 
outer angle any discharge around the lids will be 
was~ed! into the Iachiymal sac and serious inflam- 
mation may result. 

1M 0 tfce0, - 
OUR PRIZE COMPETITIONS FOR JULY. 

July  29th.-Eow would you prepare a patient 
P%at 

During the month of August the prize competi- 

for paracentesis (abdominal aqhatioii) ? 
instruments and utensils ase needecl? 

tions will be &iscontinued. 
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